Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



abyGoogle 



abyGoogle 



abyGoogle 



tl-., MotU-A lijt 




abyGoogle 



PREFACE. 



Ai a Planter and Proprietor of Estates in tbe 
British Guiana, 1 have often considered tbe in- ' 
tirbduction of the Missionaries into those extensire 
Colonies, with the countenance given to thein by 
the Government, as a measure pregnant witti fatal 
consequences ; and which, at no distant perio<^ 
will deluge diose fertile regions in the hlood of its 
white Inhabitants. Under such impressions, the 
Address to the Planters and Merchants of the 
Colony, by his Honor J. Clayton Jennyns, in his 
character of Fiscal, was put into our hands. The 
motive which gave occasion to it awakened our 
attention ; and we have no hesitation in stating 
thal^ from our own apprehensions, we read bis 
Address with all tbe interest, its subject is cfdco- 
lated to excite. 

It was our original inteotitm to have annexed 
an attack made upon its Author in the tme 
spirit of the' Ministry ; but it havitag b^n re- 
fused by one Printer, and on maturer consider 
raBoDj perceivmg too much of objectionable, utd 
as we were advised of libellous matt«r, we did not 
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feel ourselves safe in reprinting it Our doing so 

was the less necessary, as these papers have beeu 
collected together, and published in the Colony, 
It was beside suspected by our Correspondent^ 
that had not si/ch .aa~ anoaymous recriminatioa 
been sheltered by the influence of the Missionariesi 
the Licencer of the Press would have interposed 
fais authority Qod obstructed the publicatiop of 
tfucb an unauthenticated documetit, with no naiqe^ 
affixed,' with no general interest, and of no publiQ 
utility. . We may be' permitted the expression of 
our doubts' as to the prudeace, where there is 4 
Liceticer of the Press, of allowing to be di^- , 
seminated very pernicious doctrines, under the 
pretext ef a reply to a Public Officer acting in his 
Department. It must not, however, be supposed, 
that we mean ,any disrespectful allusion to Xh/o 
^lant Officer at the beadof the Government, fop 
with a very few exceptions, we should be muqh . 
inclined to give to bis A<l">>>^i^ti'^t'<^'i ourunfeign^d 
approbation. But if -the influence of the Missioq-r 
aries be already grown to such a size, as to keep 
the Government in awe, and it dare not resist their - 
inischievous progress ; it should also be recollected 
that the pirinciples of equdity they preaeh, are not, 
ciAlfined to our colonial possessions, but are striking 
their roots widely and deeply among the lower order? 
of England. Cromwell,, professing Ip Jbe urged to 
|)i» usurpation by a spirit *^ that wpuld a,o\ waif^th;^ 
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JLord's leisure," oveEtumed Uie Monarchy, with an 
army of Saints. Tbcy continued their miachicT- 
ous coDibinationa until after the restoration, when 
la the 22 of Car. 2cL it was found expedient fof 
the safety of the establishment to pass an act to 
prevent Seditiotts CoiweiUicals. It needs do euper- 
natural gifts of prophecy to foretel, that many Par- 
Haments will not be dissolved, before the wisdom. 
and the policy of such a law wUl figaia become- 
Qbvions and indispeosible. The corrupting andi 
revolutionary effect is already seen, in tbe avowr. 
ed, the vulgar, and wide spreading . disdain of 
eVery thing that is noble and exalted in the* 
country. Professing to follow from policy a' 
system of detraction and persecution, and takiD;^ 
for their example the practice of the French 
BfvolutioQists at the commencement of their 
hfirross ; they also arm themselves with the terror* 
of detunmcing; io their language, it is rq^e- 
smUttg, and openly boast of haviag repre- 
a^ted the Second Fiscal. It lias been com- 
Diunicated to us, that they give the promise to 
their Hearers, of his being met in England hy 
the provoked reprobation of his Majesty's Colonial 
Mioister; and if he returns, be must return to 
humble himself before theoo. We can view such ~ 
aiTf^ant pretensions in no other light than as 
0ii audapiouft calumny on the Noble Lord ; but ■ 
should it h* di* case, away goes every hope of 
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fitxTinjt in our FuUic Officers, the independeD't 
and {H'oud fecliag, so easeiitial to their dignity^. 
But if the Gentleman who Iwb faUeo under tb^ 
proscription^ should on such an occasion compro* 
Diise his independence and even breathe a submit- 
•ion, we will Venture to give him the assurance, 
that with th* fixing us under the unrestricted and 
batieful inSiiehce of men, who having no interests 
At ^tafc^, and no foi-ttines to sacrifice, are callous to 
fttffum they ptoject, he will inevitably fell from the 
iKttiVe and- independent exercise of his essential 
diKkitf^iet<j at us^3» office, hnmbled and degraded. 

fiul tbe Address of that Public Officer, 
m& irtiicb' bes trough upon him so vindic- 
tke. ft Fccriaiiliatioiv ehould have remeuned utir 
BOltced by us, were it not «n a subject of daSy, 
>f hourly; ipfprea^ and conii^ from a M&- 
pslrate in the evident design of, checking- irrego- 
vittes,, as loadly as universaUy con^lain«i o4' 
ind with eveiy appearance of growing into serious 
lisorders, It presents itself in the, cliaracter of a. 
:har^ to a Grand Jury on local circumstanceff . 
alTmg for investigation, and resembling the Album 
if the Roman PriEtor, explains the rule and the 
)rinciple of the law about to he administered.* 

• NM!iiDce«nuiB(isunveiienit*pHdRouaDoi,AIbiiinPr«t«rii, . 
» qOo praacriiMil et pnblicivil, qao modo ipse' ju'i dittunw ewct, 
Df icticippto jadiCCt in CUriis Piab>n» nigniu ribr citIm (qnaittuk^ ' " 
tii potrst) propenefe, CMqae pobllce affingeri debcnl. ftaim... 
)|Mfha est f«i, qnte nibimdni rel&iqiiit arbitrio Jndicia, Optfmn^ 
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Its obvious dftigD 'A tooall the pobllc atUotioa Gi 
a coQsideratioa of tbe perDicbas oovelttes Imkh 
duced with aw^ vile i^ineading ^al, nrt ai4; ifiW 
tbe Bcitish Guiana, but into sU, our ,W«st Xadili 
SetUemeatp, and whicb bavs. awaktaad- Ibeftam 
«£ every man, notrendemd by a pemersfi fanatiusia 
ip tbe pursuit Ctf- ite ebkuftfaa, asj collrais to>lfat 
^h^ding c^huBoaa bleed, aa it it kdif^BMutlo ^ 
devtniotiQa ef tbe most' splendid establistAMtrtst 

Tbe subject is of: the highest inpcvtabcc, «i4 
x^ ite proper wadef standii^, uuualy, if not «»tifi^ 
ittsts the gpod enkr, tranqutUity, andnfe^ofitbe 
Cofpqy^ i» irMtewp ■KBoer eocb a worli Waf^ 
hAvp b^en executed, trhen the good iateatiMi'Wa* 
miuiM^sted, tbsrt of securing WpubUepeaoe^Wkd 
of gMU'diog agaiost an ovcrarhslpab^ ealemtty^ it 
becasBB entitled t» protection ; and ait it vv cer*- 
Uia of {>rovoking Uie widictiwfc RMtMneet «i 
crcxy masked cons|>iinter aawnHithe estab ti j fa eJ 
ord^r it I«giti«BM a ciaka^ to wlndk tfaerenieqBtUf 
GoTanHH^t ou^ not ta bane^bten jwewilpisi. 
There o«9 be no doub^ tiiat. ^ucstimfUe 4urf 
Kmwiws c^racters wi& feel no prec(il9Ctioti< fofe- 
«:&^;i^rate>. who directed the pub^ e^e OB'At^ 
^ipV^fQCa^ ; and psrceliring fniBi' the- CdltHMi 
TDfgas, tbftt the Second Hscri bu beca •!»■% 
•iSB<^l0difoBU tbe mild ABdifergiTiagtcMper ofib* 
Mim0f» it|^>meff«:tikHB piobaU«ti»«iUfb»pu'> 
•uB4jB|£w(^*^itt<ttesaM«iq»peMbtiii|^ ' 
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Sectdreatt plAcabHity. But the truths he has t61^ 
should be known and dispassionately considered; 
more particularly by his Majesty's Gorei^iment: 
When, without presuming to ofier any advice, oif 
which it stand 3 in no need, we may be allowed 
to say, that the prudence of the moment de^ 
mands that it should not lend itself,' but b6 
ppenV/ opposed to the wild projects going to & 
meditated and approaching devastation of rich 
possessions, largely contributing to the general re- 
sources of the empire, to the support of the nary> 
to. the employment of a superabundant starving 
population/ and to the consumption of its manu- 
factures. Let these fruitful Settlements be con- 
verted by the virtue of the Saints into a savage 
JHayti, once the splendid St. Domingo, the rUin will 
then approach our own shores, and knock at the very 
doors of the authors of itj in a hideous and gigantii 
tahape, in which did it now present itself but in 
perspective,' they would be awed by it into sU?i)c6 
Add reserve. It has become a little too serious, thai 
cuch -Important interests as those of di6 British 
Cblootes, (for Colehies and Commerce arc syno* 
tiyitious terms,)' in which the pittsperity of this 
Empirejitself is involved,'should'be preposterous^^ 
idtMisdoded tb the inost .factious an.d''iilsidiubU5:d^ 
signs. \ :The consideration of thefrightfill^earnagi^ 
^e (0t)ibttatit>a!of 'so; nuuiy human^ b<;uigs, -<tf 
'vqeidB^ of childra)>.«nd of the saiqp «»bptiexi(N% 
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tit the same sympathies, of tiie same edudatiofi 
and sentiments, inspires in these headless Apos? ' 
ties pf, destruction, no. sentiments of com[^ssionj 
no remorse, no hesitation. Is it : then possibtei 
not to" concur in ihe reprobation of the seditious 
and atrocious publications circulated with impuDi^ 
throughout England, by which the Blacks are to 
be inflamed into an abhorrence of their Masters^ 
and invited into the most insurrectionary enter- 
prises. Yet justice itself must maJte no enquiries 
■on the subject. We are not to be allowed even to 
shudder at the dreadful and approachmg, conse- 
quences of such sanguinary proceedings; we 
must for ever close our lips on the sacred calls of 
reason and humanity. All consideration' and 
compassion is to be coiifined exclusively to. the 

■ Negroes, and to be denied to the whole of the White 
population in our Colonies.* It is indeed- time 

• While writing tbe above lines, there appeared In the Morning 
-Hiirald, of the 4th Jnne, islij, the following paragraph i Its ^jit 

- objrct appeared to be to introduce the most hypeFbolical encomtnitta 
on tbe rtmlalbmary Bt<f:lo of St. Domingo, to tbe fallowing effect—' 
" Seluiol»for all." At tbe Annive raary Meeting of this grand Initi- 

. ■■ lotion. His R, H. the Dirtte of Kent retaraed thanks on ijis 
" health bein^ drank. But very great emotion of pleasure appeared 
" to agitate the Assembly whtH thai part 0/ file Jltport af the ItutiU- 
.'' Uen whMirtgardt Hayli ma read. Tbe Cliief Cfaristopbe deeply 

- " peaetraled with the benefit of knowledge and of the diffuslon'of 
'. .'4 die Scriptures, inrrtes aaong'bli people all those ifbo can contra 
, •" bnt^td their insprotement. 

A proclamation was then reqd, purporting' to be from Chrlitoplie, 

■ uid a part of it ia as fallows :—■• After fG yeara ofrevolntioD and 
. ** .19 years poMeMion of >nrd earaed independeiice, we ere Mat the 

" Hme pQiple. Vormeily ai bintes we were bamd msdn-tjlie latft ^ 
** truti and igntnait Mmltrtj as men we were dead, bU we Imnt MU - 
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that die Cokxiial Proprietors and the retl Phi' 
taotbropist, who can take no delight ia tiie 
•bedding c^ European blood, should unite for die 
protection of the lives of tbeu countrymen, con- 
nections and friends, against as wicked aconspiracy, 
fs boB ever, without puni^ment, been permitted-to 

" clialai and again erect, we look apward* to Heaven ai mea, ai 
C aeelal Beings— .4 NaB.Srau nam b^ort tu. Sic. kcScc." 

Now bttidei tbat all this bear* crldcnt marki el' bdns a LOndoa 
compoiitloD, and for London parposes, it ii directly in the teetfa of 
'tbe h^ well kAown to eiei; man wbo has ritited that ife*ot«ri 
Idud, that a more nomitiEated and Dnrelenting dei^tlim ealfti 
MO where on ttR face of tlir earth, and in b more frightful form, Tbat 
Ae gmt nou of tfa* papuJaliOD, I »peak of dieitntcbd Btbtg' 
Jetft Of loboanrt, wbo are the moat nmneroua and the moithelpleff, 
iare nbw groaning nnder tatk mailers, and ander a lerritudc much 
j>orc rigoroni and nercilcu than waa ever inflicted npon them br 
tiie Wbitet. It ia alone the Chrlatopbe*, the Petlons and the 
moat preinmptiuiDa aiid audncions mfKani who arc lording U, 
«v%T Idl their righli,. and who hold ihc rabdaed Nefcroei bi 
chaiBiralidn^iBei^uy, ia-eaie and aeeurit;, the fruit uf their labonn. 
^The Act ninit be kaowA to their bypottitical eulogist in London, 
^^lit fbr Iheir evcominnu on flieie tavage and aucceaifBl insurgent* 
they have their iiiritid reward ; tmth and bnmauity. i» the leait 
. part sf tbcir «aiulderation^ - 

In tbe leading article aba of that izy, and in capital^ theftUoft- 
ing adfertiioBieiit appeared in tbe tame paper; " The Jamaica pa- 
" peif jveta reoeUed jeiteiA»y, Tbe Colonivl Aasembliet it^won 
« enmity (o the viewa of the Slave Begistrr Bill, wJUcA kv Jitpt tvilL 
*' frtBtut mu/ Tdiamte i^fn Iheir UMdtrii^ it umanuary. Thej tallE 
, " londl; ai it their cnitom. We notice it onlj to tay, that the iNora 
*■ tilt Bill ii oppased by Stmt Omttri the greater proof ire have uf ' 
. <* it being aeeeiMiy, to prevent the iutrodnctloo of uew BJaiv^a.'' 
Thete happen Mi|,be the paragnqriii of the day, and are taau; ia con- 
j^itoD to otheirof the sanu deacription with wUdi the Joorwdt are 
•towded— fntabnt igmtaaee, mercaiary /olMtMdl, MU^lMy pMrinw 
•f PlaBtari, are Uicii.mild^stepitheta. 

Ia BOt the danger of Ibeae caJninniona iiq)reKataliOtia, and of thaa 
nabuig tha,ata{ul«rd of rebellion, agaiwt; O/^ legittmate ant *tla- 
■ ¥i*be4-«Btl|^tict^•bHOlutotllei>)auKattmdultaudilI(^ 
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(iive«ed ill Its murdefous machination^ We w9i 
«3l< « Uk the SecoDd Fiscal-r-" Is there a Country 
imiJte ^oum world, u* tekitk any man, who, in the 
4Ufmpt to stir t^ tie lowest classes o/tM cosaam^ 
)H^ (igimst the Propriefora and Mamfacturera, 
VMntld uot instaiUly bfi committed to prison, tti^ 
ifid Mpon conviction ft/ tlteqffince,exetml^. Wiof 
ikm tkovid it he permitted with tmpimtiif ioutardt 
th« Colwies ? And why shouM not these fnf* '• 
tuvtters. of vsdititm and discord he in Uke matmet '. 
rtftraine^ in thair trvterous enterprize, and 6* 
•eq%ialfy ametmile ta cfimituil JMalite?" ' 

B^t we shall &)r tbe preseat rdram irom a ftiUcr 
^iBcussjoD OB that interesAiag subject, and proceed 
to his obsfsrvations on the toe frequent inter-^ 
iference c^ the Magistrate between tba Master 
fa^ his Slaves ; "when w6 feel coannced, that no 
{tgraon acquainted with the local eircuoistances, cam 
possibly read theu, {md not be ioipressAd njrth. laH 
(heir {»opviety. We have ofbsn witnessed its b^iI- 
ppii9 effects; and whes not conducted with die nt- 
moAt diaeretioii tad ex})erieBCC$ how oftcnthe officet 
bri^s hU authority mto .contea::^ and inflicts upoil 
^ Master the loss^ at wbat is the fundamental 
^fia$, 9f the tra»qtiillity of tiio Colonies, that sense 
<4 sv^riorit^j that defersice and rabnussioa, to' ^ 
■siach the .Nc^proea are ohoafi^Uy and natt»i^ \ 
ifiiStinQd^ uvlesa f^ur Ac most insduqua and deitrac- -I 
tiye jtuTftawt, thdie tiea be brofceiv aad oibei^ due 
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preached and inculcated. The Negroes feel 
iment of pride in bein^r attached to a white 
d of a man of their own colour. CoDteDt 
heir condition, they look forno otber happi- 
ban tbat of belonging to a benevolent and 
master. The Fiscal appears to us to have 
1 the JHst distinction : — -Forbearance, .kind- 
ind humanity from the Masters, subordination 
»edience on the part of the Nefjroes, protec- 
od justice from the Magistrate. That the 
luthority can do nothing so well, without 
omising the iufluence of the Master, as geac- 

con6de in the prudence of the individual, 
; conduct of his domestic regulations, which 
ist understand much better than the public 
, But that though complaints of oppression 

1 usage are not to be invited nor anticipated, 
vhen instances of either shall shew themi 

ittben becomes to use hisowri termsT-'*The 
iT of the considerate and benevolent to bring 
a to justice; and one example founded in 
lane - principles, and opportunely given, will 
rent the necessity of a thousand others." 

another part of the Address are the 
ing sentiments :-■—'' That,. it : must not be 
i^ined he was for reccHumending'.a sevei^ dis- 
ine, unmitigated and .untempered by justice' 

■humanity..: In committing, the 'fete of-thi& 
ivators of t;lwsoil to the good< sense aitd beiie*' 
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«ietutiQncrs of justice could accomplish with- 
out it 

With respect to the obderrationfi of Mr. Jemijiu oh 
t^criminal ]kvt, wedoDotfeelooraelves qui^ifiedtb 
give aicopiaion, or are we competent to decide whe- 
iiater the irregularities and dborders, of which we 
' liKveevQryreBaoDtoconiplatn,proceedfrointheeo(fe 
itiuiS, or from the maimer in which it is admiois^ 
tered. But we are wdl acquainted with the fac^ 
ti»t the prison is now most iflconTeaiently crowded 
•with prisoners, and that years will pass away befior^ 
they are put upon their trial, aud ustil botii the crime 
^od the criminal are forgotten. We must hope, 
tint the representations transmitted on the sul^t^ 
will direct the attcMitm of his Mf^sty's Govern- 
ment to such real evils, but whieh will subsist, m 
Song as the mere occupSers of important oGice^ 
ntent aknie «n their emoluments) shall be charged 
with a sacred trust, which ciiigbt to be confided to 
foea fitted for the dut^ > 

' We Ebbold however be here wantii^ in 
jusUee to tht Society he has kft, and in can* 
^Qur feo the learned Gentleman whose Address 
ire hare reprinted, t&d we not in this place give 
iU diie weight to the coii^larat that baJB beea 
«tged against hiin,. " Tha( he akouM ham rtn 
* moiayid aJI Au poHj and not have abaadened ii 
^m^ixm «s he Aitd aecupied it." T^ coauao'> 
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f* public, ord^, had he been ind^erent to it,, hd 
** would have become a crituinal who ought to 
" havebeen punished." Now if such be the fact, 
that he was to have been removed from the Courts 
^ Law, and his legal duties rendered imprad- 
ii^aile, it is- a proceeding we can neither uoder- 
etaod Oj; explain ; for it cannot be unknown to any 
one ig tbeleast.-acquaiuted with his ofiBcial function^ 
,that the. Fiscal is essentially a7c^a2 officer of high 
Tesponsibility. As Prosecutor for the CrOwn, he 
proceetfe ex-officio against the disturbers of the 
public peace, and against all those who contravene^ 
' tt^ laws and ordinances of the StatQ. It will be ' 
jthen admitted, that the community, whosesecurity 
.is coniided to him, possesses the right of expecting, 
that he shpujd personally execute that iipportant 
office. How incomprehensibte then is, it, whcsi 
t^e oppprtqnity occurred, that it should haye been 
immediately closed upon the first JEnglish Law 
Officer, whohad undertaken personally to exercise 
his legal functions as Fiscal, and that the necessity 
should have been ipiposed upon him of being heard 
only through a substitute, who himself employs a 
substitute.* Where such a practice prerails, it 



« ■ The Second Fiscal, who ii a BoirUter^ ^i precluded b; Uiia 
' " anangement rrom condnctiBg aTeTe^appeKrinfinthecnmiD■tp^<>• 
•< Mcatioiii, Bnd v^h by hit eath of ;oSce ke it'boiBnd lo do I hul be 
*f wulobaiet^aiisBiUtcdtbtlaw proctedinfStatbeFint Fiscal, nbo 
' ** bavin^bten'^Officeriti tBeUucoInMIlitia, uid not a Lan/er, b 
. !! ^B«rtheDf^4Htjpf cgiptojiag mciedepu^. MowBlltbacdm* 
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«fbitnirya«hori^; ttatyettte Ikleof the Negro U 
Mt to be entirely at the capricious diaposition of hi» 
Maater, but is to be protected by certain and fixed 
rules, and by a well constituted and vigilant police. 
It then becomes peculiarly important that our legal 
functionaries should not be taken at random, bof 
"be men of professional education and haljits, and 
duly impressed with the obligations of their station. 
It is to be (amenfed, thaj sufficieqt attention haf 
pol been given to such considerations. 
, , We must not however further intrude on tbf 
patience of the reader with oiir reflections, but 
J^re conclii<je vritb stating, that under such peculiar 
circtunstancea. those interested in the prospt^rity 
of the British Guiana, cannot be too soon op 
too urgent in their application to FarlUment, 
«od we are in possession of sulficient materials on 
which to ground such an application, that a^ 
loyal subjecU in one of his Majesty's Colonies, 
we should enjoy the benefit of the Constitution, 
with the security of its fixed and ascertained rules, 
and 4* protected by a Bench of Magistrates, and 
a British Jury, and British Laws, against the 
f^certaia and capricious exercises of authority. 



TnHBKDITOli, 
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Extract from UJufiyitma- CkumUik.- 

" On account of tii« xremt denund for our iMt PnbUc«tl«a, *n^^^ 
mnalwr af GentlameD haTing cxpraued a wiih to b* lapplied nith 
jBOplH ■f'lkc Hob. J. Cl^taB Jnajriu'i Letter, addrelKd to tbr 
pBitcd Society of Afcrchanl* and PUntcn, m kaie ben iadwccd fe 
K4a*CTtitl> our Paper of tMl day." 

TO THE UNITED SOCIETY op MERCHAJTTS 
AND PLANTERS, 
Gentlbhbn,— It was wilii great r^pret. that I unMt 
prevented by judispoajtiooj from attevding the meetr 
ing uaembled for the purpose of celebrating the esta-f 
bliahment of your Society. I was aaxioiu to offer n^ 
eoDgf^tulation* on its probable beneficial reBults^ not 
only to these Settlemeiits, but generally to the Britiah 
. Colonies, and I should have imposed upon myself t))« 
voluntary ta^ of making a few observatims on such ' 
Bubjecta, as appeared to me to call for au early and 
united consideration. Without flattering myself that 
I should have carrie4 into that discuasioa, all the lAteir. 
ligence and inforpiation it peculiarly demands, I bai). 
encouraged a hope, that from a little local experience, I 
should have beeq aUowed to ofler my humble assistrr 
ance in discrediting errors and prejudices, in which are 
compromised, not only the prosperity, but the very- 
existence of :the colonies.— It may be hro&dly asserted,, 
that the' most perfidious and phrenetic calumnies^ 
taking their spurpe in those v.ery errors, are eagerly, 
and insiduoiisly propogated by men, who, with a be- 
wildered understanding and strangers to the Antilles, 
perversely abstain firom seeking authentic informatioDj 
Of from studying and appreciating the negro character 
in the place itself, but w>th stubborn obstinacy persist r 
in rec^ving aU.their impressions from their own dii-, 
ordered imagi nationsjfrom exaggerated represeittati9Bk 
jUtfl Oe most imflomed descriirtioiu. T^se 8editi<^ 



,,C( 



14 

■Wiife!* *iekda WdilStrJ' ciMkted through ev,e^,]^ujrft. 
^i^i <cginuuni|ty,. and .ra»ne ^acLiculanljr. ia.fia§li«d^ 
AUiMw •pinisii' «Dtert«in*ed xfiht white Superiority 
tnnstitutes the great palladiiiijn of the genor^ security^ 
tiw should it Bvet- be With fnrjpu'aity at4ncke^. Is 
it not in the ekpericnce of every age, that whe^ a 
idvihfeetl peijpte fttfe let loose from the magic and cqn- 
ikiiding idfueo(^ Sf opinion, they full into the most 
ttreaSifVd exBesae^ : ' how much' more extensive thea 
Wtl^e the mischief, when rta salutary power is dia- 
tttrbed or obliterated ia a aavage and uncivilized 
fetate? Yet it -is not to be denied, thut lli£ most ioceii^ 
diary piftitlcationa are alluwcd to be nuiUIplied and con- 
tlnited, With the avowed design, ijot oiily of dcstroyi(ia 
that oplnfoA 6f superiority, hu^ also pf'provokiag.tbe. 
loost sanguinary conspiracies.— I wjU ask, is ,t^^re i 
country in the known world, in wliich any man, who, 
hf the attempt to stir up the lower classes of the cojn- 
mUnlty, against the great proprietors' and maoufactur 
rers, wouhl not be instantly commillcd to prison, tri^d> 
and executed ? Why tiien should it be pef milted with 
impunity towards the colonies ? Ai;d w&y, should not 
those fomeaters of diseord and sedition b^ in like man- 
lier restrained in their trajterous enterprize, and . bft 
equally amenableHo criminal justice ? Yet it is noto- 
rtous that a sect (^ incendiaries, self yclept ,philan-. 
thropists, but in reality anti-social and antirhuQaan, «re 
permitted to' insert in the public journals tiieir inflam-' 
matory (aisehoodsiuncensuredand ynpontradictpd, ^d " 
■without any hazard' to their persons or. fortunes, or 
tifithoutthe offer Of any pledge of their just and b^n^- 
flcent intehttoBs.--Oa (he contjra?y, in tJiei^ exiraiosis'© . 
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ievB tat the objects of ^eir aediicHoa, ttwy bave long 

and openly proclaimed themaelvea ttiQ eaemiea of 1b» 
ctdonies, and are without pfmishmeatatiowed to ar««i 
their inveterate and implacable batredto the ffhole i^ 
their ivhite population. 

It would not be difficult to demonstrate ttie danger 
of such factions and homicidal proceedings, and which 
must in the end overthrow a state of things prospennu 
and comparatively happy, to substitute in its ptocs 
every possible and imaginable evil. Let it be remem* 
bered too, that a severe lesson, eontaiued in au ever 
memorable event, stands recorded as a Trarning, that 
those insurgents never conceived of themselves tiw 
desire or the possibility of throwing off a mild legifi- 
mate authority, but that by threats and even by tor> 
tures, they were by known and avowed agents, drivea 
into a rebellion, fomented, projerted, and orgamxed in 
France. It becomas then a wise and necessary poliiy ' 
to keep a Jealous and watchttil eye on the movemesits of 
the Missionaries. They sboujd at least be called npsQ 
to offer some guarantee of their good intentions, aad 
their pretensions to the public esteem and confidence 
sbould be dear and unequivocal.— I am however ^ 
from wishing to deny to any condition the con8ol^ion» 
of religion, nor am I insensible to the powerful infltt- 
eucB of good example aiod of sacred exhortations to for- 
bearance, temperance, and obedience :— But I can have. 
no hentation in stating, that when a holy ministry is 
perverted to treacherous purposes, when tbenature and 
the extent of their, duties are forgotten, and a clamoroaa, ' 
voice is heard spreading the infectious venom of its in- 
cendiary opinions and doctriaes, it then becomes de- 
graded into an atrocious and guilty enteiprize, calling 
for a prompt aad exemplary punishment. 
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Under ciranmitaiices m critical, it waa quite tixpttlj' 
ent, unless indeed tliey were willing to become iirevt^ 
calil; tbe victims of preposterous and dangerous mnreU 
ties, that an association should be formed of the re- 
^tectable Planters and Merchants, who possess the 
knowledge a[ all those loCal cirtumstanees, those ob- 
jects of detail, and of all those social relatioas,- without 
which, it is impossible to form any correct or just 
notion (^ a real and practictd utility. Every vrise ad- 
ministration of government, is founded on the truth^ 
of experience, on the knowledge of facts, and <hi prac- 
tical ideas, rather than on wild theories and metaphy- 
sical abstractions. The Planters and Merchants have an 
interest, evident and immediate, tiiat they should either 
by themsdves or by an intelligent organ of their senti- 
ments, make themselves correctly understood by hili 
Majesty's Government. When, with its talents and 
experience in political administration, and vrith their 
conviction of the value and growing consequence of 
these colonies, it is to be expected, tbat a ready co- 
c^ratien will be given, to defend and support that good 
<Hrder and natural subordiaatin, which is the only se- 
cure foundation of a safe and permanent authority. 

This is not the place to go into all the discussion 
which this moat interesting subject would suggest, but 
I cannot refrain from saying a few words on a question 
of domestic policy, with which I was deeply impressed 
during the short eserdse of my official duties. It will 
have been seen &om the preceding reflections, that I 
am fiiUy sensible of the overruling necessity existing 
in tbe colonies, of the strictest subordtnetion, and that 
every suggastion with any tendency to enforce it, cannot 
be entirely wittiout interest. I will therefore venlute to 

D,g,t,zecb/GOO.qlC 



abyGoogle 



18 

hi ideaitt&i wfUi great caution, or Ibe mischiafs wUeh 
vrin reauH from it, will be greater thnn thme it was ii»- 
teiided to prevent. The policy uf giving abaohrte 
aufbotify to df persona in the coidinand of great bodiea 
of men, is not oonftned to colonial estabHabrnfentt.— > 
It eXiBta Bft a Jaw at thft first necessity even in the 
freest BtiropKm soeietieB. In the army, in the nary, 
ti corporafietH, md in great manufactories, are Bot 
the 8tt1|JectB of tbem handed over uncoaditJonalty, sEOd 
Abandoned to the summary ride and diseretioB of 
their edmmandera.* AU such dominion must be in iU 
lu^ire arbitrary ; and !f It has been found expedient id 
^hite or fifee aocielies, to gh'e the power 6f tirbitrwy 
punishineQtj la it aot more infispMisibly Mceisary ia 
yt&ealoiilbs and on dlipersed estates, where, if it wer« 
'ntif ftosbes^ed the nbgntea would soon h(4d their ooii'- 
dttet0rB,in eenfempt. 

Ite It not however be imagined, liuA I am for reeoaa* 
iftoidiag a severe disdpUne, unmitigated and untelii*- 
pered by justice and humanity. In committing the 
lirte at Ube cuttivatora of the mhI to the good sense and 
hehevolefice of thcar masteni, I do not scruple to ad^ 
jBOlUsh tw^ poisessors of discretionary power, that 
^lerd are natural uid social obligations, fnHu the strict 
i^ervance of which, they can never deviate withovt 
dishoibur. That there are nratuEd relatiois abd red'- 
pMtad duties, inai^rfibly united with enlightened And 
'eorre<its^timeat8,andforevertbKndedoa their trueatti 
iflVUiable iBteresta. What pleasure Uien ctm be psror 
or itfore eiialted, th^ thiit of a master, snfiiising eoB>- 
VMttment and happiness over all thA beings wider his 
«teeck atad immediats depeildenee. His temper fend 
UiMUUlfdia wotdd ojrroet md purify ajl tint is ImMU 

■ Tkt prlMed paper is o^ poMCKtOB bdni In lUi H ta otbet vua^t, m^Mfc w* 
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crime is ao ofience against the public, imd id the pun- 
-tobnient, the benefit of the example is of the first im- 
portance.— But the criminal prosecutions here, are so 
encumbered with dilatory technical formalities^ and 
iriiich appear to have been uselessly multiplied, thajt 
years must elapse, before either a deliverence or a con- 
viction can pass upon them. Hence all the beneficial 
results, to be expected from the example of the punish- 
ment, is entirely lost, when it is to follow at so great 
a distance after the commission of the crime. 
In calling your earliest and most anxious conaidera- 
' tiontothese important sobjecls, Ihave the honor of sub- 
scribing myself, with every sentiment of respect and 



Gentlemen, 
Your very obedient servant, 
J. CLAYTON JENNYNS, 
Second Fiscal. 
George-Town, Abu. 20, 1815. . ' 



Soon after the appearance t^the above Letter y tKe fol- 
lowing was Addressed to the Second Fiscal: 
His Honor J. C. JENNYNS, Second Fiscal. 
Sir,— We are much surprised to see, in your Letter, 
addressed to the United Society of Merchants and 
lianters, that you have made an attack on the Mit- 
stdoariea, and indiscriminately blended our sentimenta. 
utd derigns vnOi those of men of very different prin- 
ciples, though it appears you were aware, that tlie Hm- 
guinary horrors to whi<^ you allude, were the effects 
flf revolutionary principles, long fostered by the hand 
of infidelity, and were not produced by Prot^rtant 
' Iffismonaries. 
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ivM we Ibe ptt^riety of renictviag %he (lufcvoWUe in* 
I^Emioii which the ohservations in yoar letter am vki^ 
eriated to make. We beg the &vor of on answer. 

We are, Sir, 

Yata Honor's most obedient 

and humble Servants, 

RICHARD ELLIOT,^ 
JOHN DA VIES. 

R-ovidmce Chapel, Demerdry, 
N&v. 23d, 1815. 



To ttie Rev. R. ELLIOT ud J. DA VIES. 

G^NTliBMBN — I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter, in reply to some observations 
Miich you consider as an attack upon the Missionaries. 

You 'will pennit me to assure you, that in givingmy 
sentiments to the United Society of Planters and Mer- 
diants, 1 had but one object, which was to maintain 
Undisturbed, tiie hidispensible subordination, which is 
fhe fundamental baus df the -tiauqmllity and security 
of the Colonies. You, Gentlemen, in your letter to 
me seem to acknowledge that there are persoot charge- 
able with mischievous principles, and you appear not 
to be strangers to the sanguinary horrors and the dread- 
ful consequences, which have been *' fostered 1^ 'the 
hand erf infidelity." It is fortunate for the repose of 
the world, that the sense of mankind renders them 
slow in ^ving an unquaUfied support to any policy that 
i« new and experimeDtal ; for exp«ieikce-luui sbewB) 
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how ol^cn plausible, yet untried projecii are periloiu 
in tlie c^ecutioQ. You will recollect that the Missioa- 
aries of St. Domingo presented themselves under such 
fair and promising pretentions, that they also were 
cheered, welcomed, and protected by the unhappy 
victims of their delu.^ion. It is now fully hlazoned, 
that their secret designs were very opposite from their 
proclaimed and avowed objects. liut it was among the 
misfortunes of that devot«d Island, that the Governors, 
the Magistrates, and the whole of its respectable 
v.'hite population, became the dupes of their revolu- 
tionary hypocrisy, lam, however, willing to believe, 
that your prir.ciplA are such as you avow them to be, 
and that, in the mild spirit of our holy religion, the 
precepts, with which you instruct your hearers, are in 
conformity to its divine tenets, of humility, obedience, 
and resignation. To impress, indeed, and to enforce 
such doctrines, is among the first and imdeviating obli- 
gations of those professing themselves, to be invested 
with an apostolic mission, but, I repeat^ 1 am willing 
to believe your declaration, and that you do not incul- 
cate the homicidal lessons, which were exclusively the 
objects of my humble reprobation. The application c^ 
it will therefore fix itself solely on the incendiaries, 
breathing the pestilential opinions, against which I was 
willing to provoke a watchful jealousy. --It was under 
the baneful induence of such opinions, that a statie of 
prosperity, raised up by tlie labor, and for two centu- 
ries cemented by the honest industry and perseverance 
of the Colonists, has been entirely annihilated. Expe- 
rience, the inftdlible guide of human wisdom, having 
furnished so severe a lesson for the direction of our fu- 
ture conduct, you will permit me to coodi^e with an 
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•MB ftr Irili wArtyj'nidffs it U apprnvnt, frcm UabnuMR 
UMrtime, timl he baa no dnme, t9 which ke omi Iw 
broHght, it Might be my duty to admniater tobim 
justice, Mid mdtct vfwn 4tim that exaltation wUeh 
&e coHwiiouEiBeas of having long merited, may beva 
^turbed his imagiuatiaii aad beTdldered his nnder- 
•tandiog. To an anonymous defamer I diadaia to 
^ve an «x|iknation , but to you, GeoQemeo, I am 
{HTOud to affirm, that it was the sense alone of the obli- 
gationB demanded in the administration of criminal jub> 
tice, and tlie impractibiiity, growing out of the pod- 
lion in -which I was placed, of fulfilUng its duties, that 
made it incumbent upon me to obtain a leave of ab- 
sence, that smBe information might be given on t3ie 
Bubject.— I felt that to hold an office charged with the 
feFanquillity and safety of society, and to be useleEB in 
K, would have been a crime against tiie public; ani 
ooold I have seen errors and imperfectiona in a crkni- 
cal office, and have been silmt upon them, it wouldhove 
been such an adoption of the abuse, aa to have made it 
my'pwa. Then indeed instead of a vigilant Public Offi- 
cer in hie department, whose province it ia to uphtdd 
tiie public order, had I been iadifiereut to it, I should 
have become a criminal who ought to have been ponish' 
ed. I have every reason t^beheve, that the well think- 
ing part of the community have approved of my con- 
iuct ; and in my endeavours to obtain the remedy, I 
vhall be at least followed by tiieir good, wisbea. 

It would be beneath me to dwell on the low alluaion of 
having pointed to myself, when the choice of an intel- 
ligent organ of their sentiments was to be consideral. 
There ia enougb of a- little and eairitnu 'qiritio tint 
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«d in 'any iuvauoB on the great, and I Hope the iD^pecud^ 
able charters and liberties (^ EogliahineiL." 

But the whole of that anonymous libel is full •£ ia- 
congruities and contradictious. As an answer to strong 
fitets and fair reasoniag, it furnishes the exan^Ie to ' 
prove my st^ement, and as a refutatiou of my argument, 
he imagines falsehoods and exaggeratesthem into mean 
and skulking persoiial abuse. The Author then pre- 
sumes to offer these absurdities to the public as an an- 
swer to a sincere and I hope grave appeal to their 
candour and good sense, on local circumstances moat 
interesting to its general safety. He then proceeds to 
charge me with having associated with persons in the 
Old Jewry, for purposes on which he appears as de- 
signedly as mischievously to have expatiated, and 
which, I dare not repeat, least I should beguUty of the 
«ame crime against the general security.* 

With respect to the charge itself, it is like rest of his 
assertions, grossly false. I was entirely ignorant that 
a society was there assoicated for such insurrectionary 
purposes. There was a political club, at the head of 
which was the celebrated Dr. Price, and of which every 
GenUemanis informed, who has read the history of 
(hose times. It flourished long before I could take any 
share either in the shame or'^e credit of its exploits. 
But this insidious reporter of their proceedings has made 
a pretended answer to ohservations I felt it my duty to 
make in my official character, and not unnecessarily to 

* One of the miichicTona sentiments, and printed if Ilalick, u comios 
frOm that *ockty and cift^ulatcd imonic a Negro popnlition, y'as, 
a tpttdf Inmreetim tt the t/egntt m Jamaua, and nmcmt la tbn .' / / 
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